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2024-2025 State of the School Letter
Dear Parents and Guardians,

We have just wrapped up a wonderful school year, and we are looking ahead with
excitement as we prepare for an even better year to come. Below is a summary of what
we’ve accomplished and what’s planned for the year ahead.

Accreditation

We are pleased to announce that our liaison at the Minnesota Nonpublic School
Accrediting Association is recommending us for approval to the board - without
conditions. We're grateful to our teachers for the hard work they’ve put into the
accreditation process since August 2023.

Campus Projects

We are thrilled for the completion of our new playground which allows us to move
recess away from busy Vine Avenue to the quieter 3rd Street side of campus. This
project was made possible by the hard work of a small group of dedicated volunteers
and staff who spent many evenings working concessions at the Twins stadium to fully
fund it.

This summer, we are repainting the main school hallway and stairwells to create a
fresher, more welcoming look. The current mismatched yellow walls feel dated, and we
believe this simple update will make a big difference. We are also installing a voice
intercom at the front entrance to enhance school safety.

Academics

You have received your child’s standardized test scores with his or her report card. We
assess Kindergarten through 3rd grade using the FastBridge Learning test and grades 3
through 8 with the NWEA MAP test.

While many students performed well - some testing several grade levels ahead of their
age - we had hoped for stronger overall results. Underwhelming scores are part of a
broader national trend, but we are committed to improving. Here's how we plan to do so:

e Summer Reading and Math Challenge



We’ve launched a summer learning challenge to help students avoid learning
loss. Without summer review, students can lose months of progress. Imagine
how much more successful they’ll be if they start the year ahead of where they
left off!

e Flexible Grouping for Math and Reading
This year’s schedule will prioritize holding reading and math at the same time
across multiple grades. This will allow students to move up or down a level as
needed—making it easier to tailor learning, support struggling students, and
challenge advanced learners.

e Beast Academy Curriculum
Students in K—6 will begin using Beast Academy, a fun and engaging math
program shown to boost student performance by 1-2 grade levels in a Mankato
School District pilot program. We tried a few test lessons at the end of the school
year and the students gave it enthusiastic reviews. We are excited to see where
this curriculum will take our students.

e Grades for Standardized Tests
Next year, standardized tests will count as a small part of students’ overall
grades. Some students this year indicated that they didn’t take the test seriously
because “it didn’t count.” Including it as part of their grade encourages the
students to make a sincere effort, which will provide more accurate results.

Enroliment

We are pleased to report a net increase of four students for the upcoming school year,
with the possibility of more. Long-term sustainability, however, depends on continued
growth. If you believe in the mission of MHRS, please share your experience with others
- especially families looking for preschool. Many are unaware how affordable our
preschool is compared to other preschools or daycare options.

Retention is just as important as recruitment. If you ever feel dissatisfied with anything
at the school, please let us know. We can only address concerns we are aware of.
We’ve seen families leave over problems that might have been resolved had they been
brought to our attention sooner.

Finances

Unfortunately, MHRS ran a budget deficit this past year and will again this year. This
means that we are relying on our savings to continue our mission. Since there are very
few expenses that can be cut, increasing enroliment is essential.

In March, we held a strategic planning workshop led by a retired Catholic school
principal. Our School Advisory Council, school leadership, and fundraising leaders
gained valuable insights that are now shaping our decisions.



Uniforms

Next year we wish to elevate the appearance of our students, in particular, on Mass
days (typically Fridays). We are asking that on Mass days students wear the following:

e Boys (K-8): White dress shirt, tie, and uniform pants (grades 3-8 also with a belt)
e Girls (K-4): Plaid jumpers
e Girls (5-8): Knee-length plaid skirts and white dress shirts.

Additionally, we will be phasing out a few items. This year will be the last year that the
following items will be part of the school uniform:

e Light blue polos
e Skorts

Our Vision
Over the past year, we've reflected on what MHRS can offer that sets us apart.
We have settled on three core pillars that define who we are:

1. Faith as our Foundation - Students at MHRS are taught about God’s love for
them and how to share that love with others.

2. Character Formation - Students learn the virtues that allow them to reach their
full potential.

3. A Focus on Reading, Writing, and Math - Mastery in these core subjects builds
the foundation for success across all areas.

Mission Statement Update

We have updated our school’s mission statement to be simpler and more memorable. It
reflects the same values as our previous motto - “All for Christ, Faithful to the Church,
Seek to Love Others” - but in a more concise form that echoes the two great
commandments of loving God and our neighbor. The updated mission statement is:

“All for Christ, with Love for All.”

Thank you for being a part of our school family. We’re excited about what the future
holds and grateful for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Kari Marsh
Principal

Fr. Timothy Sandquist
Parochial Administrator/Superintendent



