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 Principal Vondracek 
 
“Intelligence plus character -- 
That is the goal of true 
education.”  Though Martin 
Luther King was not part of the 
Catholic tradition, his statement 
about education resonates with me 
as I complete a second year as 
principal at HRS.  Holy Redeemer 
is definitely a wonderful school, 
and I feel blessed to be part of its 
mission of educating both the 
hearts and minds of students. 
     As alumni, you already know 
that HRS is a special place, and 
we appreciate the support you 
provide so that Holy Redeemer 
can continue offering the gift of 
Catholic education to students in 
our communities. 
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     Our school building that hosts our festival, faith 
formation, school and many community gatherings 
is need of a new heating system. With much effort 
and prayer, Most Holy Redeemer Parish has been 
able to use the original heating system in the school 
building well beyond expectations. Multiple repairs 
have been made over the years to extend the life of 
the now 105-year-old boiler. Options have run out. 
The system is unreliable and inefficient, and does 
not meet current safety standards.   
     This last January, when it became clear that 
the boiler is on its last leg, Most Holy Redeemer’s 
maintenance team had begun getting bids for a new
system. It has taken 5 months of working with 
many contractors to select a final solution.  The 
proposed solution is a hot water system, using 
two boilers with a 90% efficiency rating.          
 

Bring on the Heat!      We are seeking the HRS Alumni help to 
install a new heating system before the start of 
the 2017-2018 school year. The cost of the new 
system is $250,000.                         
     The building is heated by the original boiler 
from 1912. The boiler originally burned coal 
and was later converted to natural gas,creating 
steam that flows through the building’s pipes to 
classroom radiators.  
     To receive approval from the Archdiocese of 
Minneapolis/St. Paul and proceed, Most Holy 
Redeemer Parish must first secure enough funds 
and pledges to cover the entire project cost. 
More information explaining the campaign is 
included with this newsletter, or contact the 
parish office for more information, 
507.364.7981. Please review the information 
and consider making a commitment for this 
project. 
 

 



 

12th Annual  
Holy Redeemer Golf 
Tournament - Fri., Aug. 4 
TIME:   Noon- 18 hole, 4 Person 

Scramble   
WHERE: Montgomery Golf Course 
CALL: 507.364.5766 to sign up!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Most Holy Redeemer 
School 

Celebrates  
130 Years of History 

Help Support 
Most Holy Redeemer School 

 
Thank You! 

 

205 Vine Ave W – Montgomery, MN  56069     mosthrs.org    2 

Special prizes and awards for the 12th year Anniversary! 
www.mosthrs.org 

This past year at HRS we celebrated the 
present, look forward to the future, and also 
honored the school’s rich past.  We invite all 
Alumni into a conversation that goes back 130 
years ago when immigrant families saw fit to 
organize a Catholic school here in 
Montgomery.   What did those founding 
families see in Catholic Education that was 
important then and remains so valuable 
now?   They understood -- like the families of 
our current HRS students -- that a complete 
education was not limited to a knowledge of 
numbers, language, basic science, and 
history.   They knew then, as we do now, that a 
full education must speak to the Spirit, not just 
to a child’s intellect.   Pope Francis, who 
earlier in his life taught literature and theology 
in a Jesuit high school, writes that Catholic 
school educators “must aim to build a 
educational relationship with each student.”    
  

 
These students must “feel welcomed and 
loved” for what they are “with all of their 
limitations and potential.”  With Christ’s 
teaching at the core of the curriculum, the staff 
at HRS humbly attempts to carry out this 
mission on an everyday basis.   
      Fortunately, we have been blessed with the 
commitment of people like you.  Four 
different school houses have been home to 
HRS.  As essential as these buildings were and 
have been,  they do not define HRS.  Instead, 
HRS is you.  Working with the Spirit, you, as 
parents, parishioners, current and retired staff, 
students, alumni, and members of the religious 
have created and sustained HRS.   Your value 
of and commitment to Catholic education are 
what we celebrate.  Thank you!  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! First/Last Name:_______________________________   Maiden: ______________Year Graduated:__________    Email: _______________________________________ Share a memory: (Or email: gvondracek@mosthrs.org)  
 
What are you doing now? Career (or past):________________________________   
Education: _____________  School: ________________ 
We wish to support HRS with a gift of $________ to be used in the following way: General    Scholarships    Building   Technology 
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• A grant to purchase communications and marketing items. 
 
• Online communications assistance through an SEO (Search 
Engine Optimization)-focused Faithful Beginnings website which 
CSCOE launched in January 2017. 
  
• Ongoing communications and enrollment support. 
 Faithful Beginnings at Most Holy Redeemer is not a new 
preschool curriculum, but rather a set of guidelines to help us 
improve our existing program. By choosing Faithful Beginnings 
for our school, we are able to maintain our individual identity and 
join a network of Catholic preschools with similar goals. We also 
gain access to the special Faithful Beginnings support and 
resources CSCOE provides. We are confident that this decision 
will help us to increase excellence and enrollment at HRS, 
bringing more young souls to Christ and improving our existing 
early childhood program. 
 
If you would like to chat about Faithful Beginnings at Most Holy 
Redeemer, hear more about the brand, or learn more about our 
early childhood options at HRS, feel free to stop by my office any 
time. I would love to learn about you and your child(ren) and see 
why HRS could be a good fit for your family. 
   
   
   
  

     HRS Now Accepts  
Stock Transfers  

 
Most Holy Redeemer is set up to receive stock transfers. Alum, 
Bob Washa, helped get HRS set up and took advantage of this tax 
savings opportunity to donate to the school. The school can 
receive stocks like Microsoft or Wal-Mart, but also gifts of mutual 
funds, Treasury bills and notes, corporate and municipal bonds, 
and stock in non-publicly held companies. It’s extremely easy to 
give stocks and other securities. No matter how large the donation, 
there is no need to obtain an appraisal. The value is simply based 
on what the stock or other security sold for on the exchange on the 
day of the donation and you receive substantial tax savings. Thank 
you for supporting HRS! 
To transfer a stock to HRS, call Peter Plut at Investment Centers 

at 507.357.2238 or call the school at 507.364.7383. 

Achieving Strategic Plans: Pre-School Changes 

Introducing Faithful Beginnings at  
Most Holy Redeemer   

Not only did Little Lamb’s preschool become fully licensed, 
it will be getting a new name this coming year: Faithful 
Beginnings at Most Holy Redeemer (HRS). Developed by 
the Catholic Schools Center of Excellence (CSCOE) and 
with the support of our archdiocese, HRS’s Faithful 
Beginnings program is a new initiative that embodies the 
faith, values and excellence that characterize our Catholic 
early childhood programs across the archdiocese. It 
highlights the safe, nurturing environments our preschools 
provide. More importantly, it supports our message that 
Catholic pre-K programs will give children a solid 
foundation that will last well beyond the  
pre-K years. Adopting Faithful Beginnings at Most Holy 
Redeemer offers the following benefits: 
 • A branding standards guide with Standards of Excellence 
in areas of Catholic identity, NAEYC accreditation and 
teacher training, the relationship between our preschool and 
grade school, parent communication, parent evaluation, 
parent education, admissions and enrollment. 
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HRS Gifts of Support 2016-17 School Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guardian Angels 
$1,000 

(Gifts to date, collection continues through  
June 30, 2017) 
Montgomery Knights of Columbus  
Council #1573 – Mike Trnka Grand Knight 
 

 Brielle Trcka Scholarship Fund 
$265 

(New scholarship fund that was started last year  
in memory of Brielle Trcka, gifts to date, collection 
continues through June 30, 2017) 
Marcy J. Tupy      - in memory of Brielle Trcka 
Christine & Bill Trcka      - in memory of Gladys Bisek 
James & Mary Kalina      - in memory of Gladys Bisek 
David & Gwen Stadstad 
     - in memory of Gladys Bisek 
Tony & Mary Simon      - in memory of Gladys Bisek 
John & Kay Keohen 
     - in memory of Gladys Bisek 
Shirley Scheffert      - in memory of Gladys Bisek 
Arnie & Ann Schoenbauer 
     - in memory of Gladys Bisek 
Mark & Deb Trcka Family      - in memory of Gladys Bisek 
Mike & Barb Holicky 
     - in memory of Gladys Bisek 
 

HRS Technology 
$1,220 

(Gifts to date, collection continues through  
June 30, 2017) 
 
Linda Chlan      - in memory of Milo Chlan 
Mark & Deb Trcka 
Mark Morken 
Sandy Brossard - in memory of Irene Trcka 
Catholic United Financial 

Scholarship Fund  
$5,460 

(Gifts to date, collection continues 
through June 30, 2017 - includes tuition 
assistance gifts, Christmas sponsors & 
Pohlad Replacement) 
Mark Scheffert 
Glen & Ruth Dols 
Constance Tupy 
Jerome A. Holtz 
Maureen LaFrance 
Heacox Hartman      - in memory of BJ Novotny 
Kathleen O'Neill 
R.T. & Therese A. Amel 
    - in memory of BJ Novotny 
Dr.John Cervenka, MD     - in memory of BJ Novotny 
Mike & Barb Holicky 
    - in memory of BJ Novotny 
Joe & Sandra Simon     - in memory of BJ Novotny 
Anthony & Mary Simon 
    - in memory of BJ Novotny 
John & Susan Rynda     - in memory of BJ Novotny 
Marcia Simon 
    - in memory of BJ Novotny 
E.Charles & Janis Wann     - in memory of BJ Novotny 
Greg & Sarah Rademacher 
    - in memory of BJ Novotny 
David & Gwen Stadstad     - in memory of BJ Novotny 
    - in memory of Mary Ann Edel 
    - in memory of Bob Zoubek 
   - in memory of Delores Prokes 
Erstad & Riemer, PA     - in memory of BJ Novotny 
Ron & Kathy McBroom     - in memory of BJ Novotny 
John & Kay Keohen     - in memory of BJ Novotny 
   - in memory of Hattie Vesely 
Peggy Novotny 
Gary & Linda Ruhland 
Lawrence R. Trnka 
Tony & Mary Simon     - in memory of Margaret Lawson 
David & Gwen Stadstad 
Shirley Choudek 
James R Lebens Family Fund 
Mike & Barb Holicky     - in memory of Bob Zoubek 
    - in memory of Jim Medvec  

General Fund 
$5,328.05 

(Gifts to date, collection continues 
through June 30, 2017 – includes 
endowment, Singing Angels, HRS 
Library Fund, & classroom items) 
Dianne Elfstrand 
     - in memory of Bob Zoubek 
Clarence Hruby      - in memory of Mary Ann Edel 
Carolyn & Kurt Dvorak 
Agnes & Ray Otero      - in memory of Milo Chlan 
Steven Simon 
Paul & Julie Choudek 
Barb Richter 
Rebecca Kopp 
Kathryn Malone 
Gary & Jane Weiers 
Jim & Mindy Reeder 
Kathryn Nutt Skipper 
Mike & Barb Holicky     - in memory of Michael & Helen Brossard 
     - in memory of Glenn Tuma 
     - in memory of Alvin Wondra 
Katie & Dan Scheel Montgomery KC’s  Council #1573 –      - 
Mike Trnka Grand Knight 
Barnett Family  
John R. Zelenka 
Bonnie Dietz 
James & Mary Kalina      - in Memory of Alvin Trcka 
Bob & JoAnn Washa       - Chevron Matching Grant 
Fred & Eunice Washa 
Sue Leary 
      Donated a cross to school in       
      memory of Fr.Leary her brother 
Eleanor Rynda Family 
Robert & Jackie Foley 
John & Kay Keohen – Library Fund   - in memory of George & Dorothy Dvorak 
Harry & Sue Mach 
AgStar – Amy Barnett 
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