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‘REDEEMING

Dear Friends, Alumni, and Families of MHRS,

%‘ e This school year, our focus was to emerge from the pandemic
and to return as much as possible to what had been our normal
routines. Overall, the year was positive and productive with

new technology, new staff members, and upgraded facilities.
It has been a successful year!

After our first-ever waiting list enrollment numbers in 2020-2021, this year's numbers
did return to what had been typical for MHRS. In short, some families who had chosen
MHRS for in-person instruction opted to return to the public setting once those
schools were no longer doing remote learning. Obviously, we were not surprised, but
the loss of those students remains a little disheartening. On a positive note, we had a
Kindergarten class of twelve, which for our capacity, is great. This is the largest starting
class we have seen in ten years.

The school’s regular financial numbers remain healthy, and the school’s fiscal health
has been further enhanced by COVID grant money. Moreover, many renovation
projects planned prior to the pandemic have been completed or are in the process of
being finished. These improvements are described below:

e The Preschool room was expanded by removing a common wall and making two
small rooms into one large space.

e Two bathrooms were also added to the Preschool, thus eliminating the supervision
issue that had existed previously.

o All windows in the 1949 addition were replaced. In total, 94 windows were
installed to replace older ones and/or return windows that had been covered in
the 1980s to save energy. The addition of these spacious new windows instantly
transformed the building inside and out and have helped rekindle a source of pride
for the community and the shareholders of the school.

e The MHRS main office is now housed in a beautifully remodeled area just left of
the main stairway. The office center, which includes a sick room and teacher work
space, was under renovation for most of the school year and is now ready for
occupation. School staff are extremely excited about the new office facilities!

(continued inside)
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PRINCIPAL'S LETTER (continued from front)

e Technology upgrades this year included interactive panels for all classrooms.
The U Teach Interactive Panels act as interactive whiteboards and allow for video
conferencing, screen sharing, and large group video presentations and internet
access. They are, in short, powerful learning tools, and with their purchase, the
staff have augmented the curriculum and improved their instructional skills.

All told, Most Holy Redeemer School has many reasons to look forward to the
2022-23 year. Before that academic year begins, though, the summer will bring a
change in administration. After happily serving MHRS for seven years, | did tender my
resignation, and a new Principal, Mrs. Kari Marsh, will assume duties on July 1.

During my tenure at MHRS, | have always viewed the school as a priceless gem and

a wonderful educational choice for families. MHRS staff members truly educate

the whole child, and | have been honored to work alongside them. In short, the
students, staff, and families have all been wonderful, and | have nothing but good to
say about my time at MHRS. | know that a school has been on the same site here in
Montgomery since the 1880s and, compared to that, my tenure has been a short one.
That being said, | can honestly say that working at Most Holy Redeemer School has
changed my life.

With kind regards,
Mr. George J. Vondracek, MHR Principal

New Leadership at MHRS....

After seven years as Principal at Most Holy Redeemer, Mr. Vondracek is stepping
down from the position. His replacement is Mrs. Kari Marsh, who will assume duties
onJuly 1. Mrs. Marsh is from Brooklyn Park and is described as “a dynamic elementary
school teacher with 28 years of
experience in Catholic schools.”
As a teacher, she specialized in
math, religion, and literature,

and she also has experience as

an administrator at St. Raphael
Catholic School in Crystal and

at Epiphany Catholic School

in Coon Rapids, where she
currently serves. Mrs. Marsh
enjoys gardening, quilting, and
any activities that she can do with
her husband and four children.




By the end of the summer, MHRS is set to complete the projects outlined in the
Three-Year Renovation Plan. The above photo highlights the plan’s ambitious first
facility improvement, which was to replace all of the windows in the 1949 addition
to the building. Special thanks to everyone who helped MHRS meet the fundraising
goal that made the new windows, the enlarged preschool, and new office possible!

The second major project was to install new bathrooms in the Little Lambs Preschool
and to enlarge the overall preschool area. The picture below illustrates how Little
Lambs has been expanded to include two large rooms. The facility improvement
plan’s third project involved moving the main office to a newly renovated area.

This spring, work on the new office
was completed, and the beautiful

new space was open for tours during
MHRS’s Kick Off to Summer event.
One thing is for certain: Without the
generous support of MHRS Alumni,
none of this year’s projects would have
been possible. Everyone at MHRS is so
grateful for Alumni commitment to the
school!




—AWARDS & MATCHIN

2022 MHRS SERVICE AWARD!

Congratulations to Mrs. Trcka. Mrs. Christine Trcka, who holds a Master’s of
Arts Degree in instruction, is a licensed Language Arts Teacher and a certified
K-12 Reading Instructor. In her tenth year as a Most Holy Redeemer School
staff member, Mrs. Trcka serves as the 7th

& 8th Grade Homeroom Teacher, teaches
music to Grades K-4, and directs The Singing
Angels, the school’s longstanding vocal
performance group.

Along with teaching, Mrs. Trcka serves as a
musician at area churches and for various
functions. From accompanying Masses to
volunteering at vacation bible schools, music
is a gift from God that she especially loves to
share with others. Christine and her husband
Bill have three children-Jessica, Kayla, and
Will-who, like their mother, all graduated
from MHRS.

First Most Holy Redeemer School
STEM Scholarship Awarded

Seventh grader Allison Rynda placed 1st in the upper division of the fiftth annual
“Big Bang Catholic STEM Fair” held in St. Paul on April 9.

The annual science fair is hosted by CSCOE, a nonprofit organization that works
with Twin Cities area Catholic schools to enhance excellence and to increase
school enrollment. The contest involves
students from all elementary schools
within the Archdiocese.

Clean Up
in Aisle 12!

Allison is the daughter of Dan and
Michelle Rynda of Montgomery.

(Dan is also an Alumnus of MHRS.)
Congratulations to Allison-and
congratulations, also, to MHRS Science
teacher Michelle Wood.

Ms. Wood has done a great job in
motivating this year’s Science/STEM
students.




G GRANTS

Alumni Challenge Matching Grant - Scholarships

An anonymous Most Holy Redeemer School (MHRS) alumnus is happy to announce
an MHRS alumni challenge-grant opportunity! This grant’s purpose is to assist in the
school’s efforts to retain families already attending MHRS and to attract new families
to the school over the summer. This alumnus will match up to $6,000 raised by Most
Holy Redeemer School, earmarked for MHRS scholarships. This is truly a wonderful
opportunity for our new and current families, but it demands our immediate attention
as the “donation window” is open only through August 31, 2022.

2022 MHRS
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

For the second year in a row, Ted Odenthal has been recognized as the MHRS
Volunteer of the Year. After his last child graduated from MHRS in 2021, Ted
made a commitment to remain active in the MHRS community, and he is indeed
fulfilling that commitment!

Since receiving the award last
year, Ted has served as the driving
force in carrying out MHRS’s
Three-Year Renovation Plan. As a
result, the Little Lambs Preschool
is now housed in an enlarged

and more attractive space that
includes bathrooms designed

for young students. Additionally,
as a result of Ted’s guidance and
skillful work, the school is graced
by spacious new windows and a
beautifully appointed new main
office.

Ted’s sons (both recent alumni
of MHRS) also worked on

the preschool, window, and
office projects and have thus
contributed to the Odenthal
family’s truly noble service.




FINANCIAL GIFTS

Total Gifts, 2021-2022 School Year: $94,222.22

General Fund: $32,367.22
Tom & Cindy Gilhousen

Barbara Richter Milton & Rose Chlan
Glen & Ruth Dols

Leona Finken In honor of Theresa,Mary,Daniel
Keith & Cindy Zahratka

Sharon LaFrance & Paul Olszewki
Agnes & Raymond Otero Milo J. Chlan
Bonnie Malecha Rod Soukup

Steve & Bonnie Flicek

Mark Morken Jean M., Agnes Cesafsky
Shirley Janda

John & Sandy LaFrance

Hedi Pelowski Bill Pelowski

Allina - Health Com.Engagement
Theresa Finken

Nancy Dorshak Ron Dorshak

Ted & Colleen Wondra
Montgomery Knights of Columbus
Judith Hauer Robert Hauer

Sarah Prochaska

Wells Fargo

Jessica Bauer

Sandra Holicky David Korbel

David & Gwen Stadstad
Rocky Stangler, George Stadstad, Tom Shriver,
Dale Washa, Jake Keohen

Maureen LaFrance

Dennis & Cindy Krautkremer George Stadstad
Alfred & Colleen Hodges George Stadstad
Patricia Merritt George Stadstad

Ann Segna Family Ann Segna

Robert and Margaret Heuer Ann Segna
Greg & Peggy David

Kent & Jayne Buck Katie Trnka

Pat Filipek George Stadstad

SW Deanery CCW

Montgomery Am. Legion Aux. Unit 79
Montgomery American Legion Post 79
Montgomery Fire Department
Montgomery Lions

Mick McGuire

MACC

MVEC - Operation Roundup

CSCOE

John & Kathy Segna David Korbel
Kevin & Mary Keohen Ruth Barta
Edward Kotek, Sr.

Susan E. Anderson

John R. Zelenka

Francis & Theresa Rynda

Mike & Barb Holicky
B.Heyda,J.Pan,K.Trnka, A.Tuma,T.Shriver,
S.Vikla,R.Barta

Anonymous

Harry & Sue Mach

Robert & JoAnn Washa

Mike Dietz

John & Jo Ann Sauber Benedictine Sisters
Donald & Jeanine Kriha Jake Keohen
Mark & Chris Bisek Jake Keohen

Todd & Paula Novak Jake Keohen
Tony & Mary Simon Jake Keohen
Marcy J Tupy

Bonnie Malecha Jake Keohen

Dianne Elfstrand Jake Keohen

Steven & Rebecca Smisek Jake Keohen
Knights of Columbus Auxiliary

Don & Deb Skluzacek

Bernie Speikers

William & Christine Trcka

Scholarship Fund: $36,460.00
Mark & Cindy Shaughnessy

Eva & Ronnie Trussell

Larry & Karen Parsons

Linda Chlan & James Grindle Milo J. Chlan

Kathryn Skipper
Jerome A. Holtz
Anonymous

Leonard Ouradnik
Marcy Tupy

FCSLA Branch

Robert & JoAnn Washa

Special Projects: $5,500.00

Mont. American Legion Aux #79
Montgomery VFW Post 5340



James & Carol Coughlin

Marilyn Simota

Montgomery Fire Dept
Montgomery Lions Club
Montgomery KC Auxiliary
Donald & Jeanine Kriha
Montgomery KC’s

ccw

Montgomery Am. Legion Post 79
Montgomery Am.Legion Aux.

Technology Fund: $1,150.00
David & Jeanne Stanek
Anonymous

Guardian Angels: $5,725.00
Keith & Cindy Zahratka
Gary & Linda Ruhland

John & Kathy Segna
Shirley Scheffert, Richard Gregor,
Leonard Beatty, Ruth Barta

Owatonna Glass LLC

Metogga Lake Dairy

Tony & Mary Simon Ruth Barta
Barta Family Memorial Ruth Barta

Shirley Choudek Ruth Barta
Allan & Gail Barta Ruth Barta
Mont. Knights of Columbus
Chevron: Robert Washa
Kriha Electric

NEY Nature Center Partnership:
$1,025.18

Judy Claffey Leonard Beatty

Carol Meadows Hansen Marcella Thorsen
Albert & Sharon Kalis Marcella Thorsen
Kathryn Beatty Marcella Thorsen

Robert & Margaret Kozub Marcella Thorsen
Renee Southworth

Brielle Trcka Scholarship Fund:
$1,020.00

Shirley A. Trcka

Marcy J Tupy

Endowment Fund: $12,000.00
Tony & Mary Simon Janet Pan
Anonymous

In Memoriam gift honorees are indicated by gray italics.

Thank you for your most generous support!

Most Holy Redeemer School Donation Form

Your gift has a profound impact on Most Holy Redeemer School!

Enclosed is my gift of $

Most Holy Redeemer School.

[ ] SCHOLARSHIPS [ ] REMODELING

to help provide financial assistance to

[ ] OTHER:

Please make checks payable to Most Holy Redeemer School. Feel free to use the envelope provided.

My gift is in memory/honor (circle one) of:

To make a credit card donation, go to mosthrs.org and click on “donate.”

[] Check here and provide your email if you would like to receive only e-correspondence!

NAME:

EMAIL:
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